
LUWEERO WOMEN’S TRADE FAIR 
                  ACTIVITY REPORT 

   With the generous support of 



Pomp and colour marked the opening of the women’s trade fair held at Kasana grounds in Luweero district, Uganda Thursday 

17th September, 2015.  Hundreds joined the procession of exhibitors from the Luwero women’s resource center, recently estab-

lished by EASSI in Luwero Town as they marched to the tunes of the brass band leading them to the exhibition venue. The 

theme of the trade fair was ““Ensuring Women’s Economic Justice through Value Addition”.  

The women’s trade fair was the first ever 

such trade fair for women in Luwero.  It is 

one of the activities under EASSI’s project 

on Women’s Economic Justice in Luwero 

District which is supported by FOKUS, a 

Norwegian organization.  

The project is being implemented in part-

nership with the Uganda Association of 

Women Lawyers (FIDA) and the National 

Association of Women in Uganda 

(NAWOU).   
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The trade fair was aimed at cre-

ating an opportunity for the 

women and girls’ groups to 

showcase and obtain new mar-

kets for their products. It was 

also meant to avail them with 

learning and knowledge sharing 

opportunities aimed at helping 

them add value to their prod-

ucts. 

The Guest of Honour was the Minister of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives, Hon Amelia Kyambadde.  

        Hon. Amelia Kyambadde 



  

       2     4 

 

At the venue, exhibitors mostly 

women, carefully displayed their 

products to attract people to 

their stalls. The exhibitors set up 

their stalls on 16th September to 

participate in the trade fair that 

run up to 18th September 2015.  



  

       

 

In a speech read on her behalf by the Chief Executive Officer of the Uganda 

Women’s Entrepreneurs Association Limited (UWEAL) Mrs. Christine             

Kawooya, the Minister noted that the Government is undertaking various poli-

cy actions to address the challenges faced by women traders such as             

inadequate access to resources, market linkages, skills development and ac-

cess to information. 

The Minister noted that the Government laid emphasis on revitalization and 

development of cooperatives where women can become active participants, 

gender mainstreaming of women’s issues in trade and trade related policies at 

the national and regional level. She encouraged the women to develop their 

products to meet international standards and noted that the Ministry of Trade 

had established the Quality Infrastructure and Standards Programme (QUISP) 

to address the issue of quality products from Uganda.   

She also noted that Uganda is also an active member of the East African Com-

munity (EAC) regional framework for the elimination of Non Trade Barriers 

where it is negotiating the removal of stringent trade restrictions and chal-

lenges affecting women informal cross- borders traders within the EAC. 
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She commended EASSI and her partners for 

this innovation of placing women at the      

centre stage of development and initiating the 

first ever women’s trade fair in Luweero. 

On access to markets, the Minister 

urged women to embrace Information 

and Communication Technology (ICT) 

innovations such as mobile money and 

e-agro marketing in order to maximise 

their revenue and trade with ease. 

Mrs. Christine Kawooya represented 

the Minister 

             Minister of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives  



  

       

 

The EASSI Executive Director, Marren Akatsa-Bukachi informed the exhibitors that 

EASSI and the project partners have already established a market information re-

source centre that will avail women with information on market opportunities, prod-

uct development, value chains, market linkage and access to finance.  She also said 

that apart from the business and entrepreneurship angle, the project will also pro-

vide women legal awareness and support as well as community mobilization and 

group formation. 

She appealed to the men, husbands, and brothers to support the women in order for 

the whole family to benefit from this project.  

She informed the exhibitors that the theme, “Ensuring Women’s Economic Justice 

through Value Addition,” was chosen in order to raise awareness to the need for val-

ue addition by farmers and traders in agribusiness in order to profit from the export 

market. She added that the project will encourage women to work collectively and 

form associations so that they can access bargaining power and sell their products for 

a good market price. 

The ED informed the people present that under the East African Community, there is 

a Customs Union and Common Market Protocol.  These Protocols allow East Africa 

citizens to move about freely within East Africa and to also trade freely, paying only a 

small service fee if the traded goods originate from a member state of the EAC. She 

noted that it its work with women cross border traders, EASSI has found out that ma-

jority are informal traders with small volumes of trade.  She was optimistic that 

through this project women will be able to gain more access to the lucrative regional 

trade, grow their businesses and increase their household income. 

She concluded by sincerely thanking the District leadership of Luwero that welcomed 

and supported the project right from the beginning. Special thanks went to the LC5 

Chairman, the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), Community Development Officer 

(CDO) and their teams.   

EASSI Team and Mrs. Christine Kawooya at 

the women’s resource Centre  

     EASSI ED Marren Akatsa-Bukachi 
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Luweero District was represented by the Gender Officer Edith 

Nakigude and the Councillor Bombo town Council Mr Kasule Abdul. 

Mrs. Nakigudde  encouraged women at the trade fair to only focus 

their energies  on what they do best and not to lose hope but fight on 

until they succeed.  She informed the Luweero women that the gen-

der office at the district is always open to help them. 

The  councillor Bombo town council Mr Kasule Abdul commended 

EASSI for organising the trade fair and the women groups that partici-

pated in it.  He advised the participants to use the local materials 

around them to create wealth and to also add value to the products in 

order to be more competitive in the market. He thanked EASSI for 

opening up a resource centre as this will promote the economic em-

powerment of women in and around Luweero district. 

Mrs. Nakigudde Edith Mr. Kasule Abdul 



  

       

 

Various products among them candles, 
handicrafts, legal services, herbal    
hibiscus juice and other product, bags, 
mats, wine, brick laying machines,  
organic seeds, paintings and art works, 
Bitengyi( African fabric) jewellery, and 
sweet potato juice and cakes were ex-
hibited.  
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Exhibitors included women traders from Luwero, 
Kampala, Kabale, Busia Uganda and Kenya and 
Rakai districts. NGOs such as Shelter and Settle-
ments Alternatives (SSA), Tusitukirewamu women’s 
groups etc. also supported their women’s groups to 
participate which created an opportunity for learn-
ing and networking. Participants were entertained 
by a school choir and women groups. 
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EASSI ED Marren Akatsa-Bukachi 

rewarded students of Victoria 

Model Secondary school 

Luweero  with 134,000 shillings 

( 37 USD) after they entertained 

guests. 

Besides the school choir, other 

women groups also entertained 

guests. 
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                             FEED BACK FROM THE EXHIBITORS 

Aida Nassali, produces various products out of sweet potatoes for ex-
ample sweet potato juice, cakes and flour. She said “This exhibition 
has given me an opportunity to get market for my products, before this 
I was not known, but now I have got so many customers.”  

Nazziwa Ida “The trade fair 

has given us visibility, now 

people know about us and 

our products. Many people 

have taken our contacts and 

we have got many custom-

ers both in Uganda and 

Kenya. Market has always 

been our biggest challenge, 

but this trade fair has 

opened doors for us’’ 

Elizabeth Ddamulira produces 
products from hibiscus. She 
said “The trade fair was good, 
we got a good platform to mar-
ket our products. We sold a 
lot, networked and even man-
aged to get a new bottle de-
sign to brand our product 
through the networks that we 
made”. 

 
Apolot Jane– FIDA Uganda said “We have 

provided legal services to many women dur-

ing this trade fair, we thank EASSI for giving 

us this opportunity…..We have been given 

space and airtime…” 



          Pictorial:  Women’s trade fair  
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  List of Exhibitors and comments from participants 

 

 

No. Date Name Address 
Email/Telephone 

Comment 

 1 16/09/2015 Mr. katende Nilika Katikamu s/c 
0771485077 

Exhibition is Good 

 2 16/09/2015 Yvonne Ssenvuma Ssenvumayvonne@gmail.com Mwebale kutegeka 

 3 16/09/2015 Katerega Musa Luweero T/C Good work keep up 

 4 16/09/2015 Kaddu Mathias Luweero T/C Good work keep up 

 5 16/09/2015 Nolah Ssemogerere Kasomoza Zone Mwebale 

 6 16/09/2015 Namukaya Mary Rakai Good 

 7 16/09/2015 Nantongo Rose Rakai Good Work 

 8 16/09/2015 Hajji  Mubiru Muhammed Luweero Well done 

 9 16/09/2015 Elizabeth Ddamulira mbabazieliza@gmail.com More advertising please 

 10 16/09/2015 Bamusabire Yovita Zibula atude Good 

11  16/09/2015 Nakafeero Harriet Wabigaali women’s group 
Kamira S/C 
0775255319 

Good 

 12 16/09/2015 Kaddu Madina Wabigaali women’s group 
Kamira S/C 
0750851995 

Good 

 13 16/09/2015 Mudebo Halima Lukomera women group Good 

 14 16/09/2015 Kabali Moses Luweero Binyonyi Zone Very good 

 15 16/09/2015 SGT Magala Luweero Police station   

 16 17/9/2015 Auma Annet Busia Good reception 

 17 17/9/2015 Musana James musanajames@gmail.com Exhibiting ECLOF 

 18 17/9/2015 Mutyaba Ivan imutyaba@yahoo.com   

 19 17/9/2015 Frederick Kiwanuka The new Vision   

 20 17/9/2015 Nsubuga Christine Deborah Commercial officer Luweero district Good work done 

 21 17/9/2015 Kyeyune Lydia Luweero T/C Good work done 

 22 17/9/2015 Hajati Isha Nakazzi Luweero T/C Good work done 

 23 17/9/2015 Dan Wantera wanteradaniel@yahoo.com 

o772991918/0705395969 

  

 24 17/9/2015 Bernard Bakulu bernardbakule@gmail.com 

0773058220/0701399026 

Warm reception 

 25 17/9/2015 Sentamu Samuel Sentamusamuel2014@gmail.com Wonderful 

 26 17/9/2015 Kigozi Denis DMK associates 
P.O Box 33783 

dmkassociatescpa@gmail.com 

mailto:wanteradaniel@yahoo.com
mailto:bernardbakule@gmail.com
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        List of Exhibitors and comments continued 

 

    Report Compiled by the Documentation Committee of the Trade Fair 

 Nuliat Nambaziira     

 Steven Okello 

         Edited by  

 Marren Akatsa-Bukachi 

 Josephine Kasaija 

 Elizabeth Ampairwe 

 Joselyn Komuhangi 

 Brenda Nassimbwa 

 

 

 27 17/9/2015 Sekitto Charles DMK associates 
0774133783 

Good keep it up 

 28 17/9/2015  Kizito Ken Luweero CBS 
0701362777 

Good display 

 29 17/9/2015 Nalubega P. 0775242801   

 30 17/9/2015 Kasule abdul Deputy speaker Luweero 
0772558194 

Thanks for the publicity 

 31 17/9/2015 Kanabe Susan skanabe@nawouuganda.org 

0781484566 

Good organization for the trade 
fair 

 32 17/9/2015 Allen Koosa atkoosa@yahoo.com The trade fair looks well organ-
ised 

 33 17/9/2015 Adam I Hadija Ahadija94@gmail.com Very impressive 

 34 17/9/2015 Ssebale Stanley ssebsta@yahoo.com Cool hospitality 

 35 17/9/2015 Ssempala Alex 0782675761   

 36 17/9/2015 Mukwaya Simon 0773052739   

 37 17/9/2015 Segobyo William 0775031339 God bless you 

 38 17/9/2015 Kibuuka Dirisa 0701410662 God bless you 

 39 17/9/2015 Mirembe Esther 0788748546   

 40 17/9/2015 Dr Levi Kabagambe 0772405563 Good organization 

 41 17/9/2015 Dauglas Ssenoga 0776727227 Good job 

 42 18/9/2015 Walugembe W. 0782379753 Good job 

 43 18/9/2015 Kibalema Stanley Musana FM 107.8 
0782011675 

Well organized work 

 44 18/9/2015 Lukwata Denis 078662887 Well displayed exhibition 

 45 18/9/2015 Nabatta Proscovia     

PHOTO CREDITS 
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mailto:skanabe@nawouuganda.org

