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INTRODUCTION: 

The bylaws have been drafted to fit the needs of the community of Masinya Sub – county 

level. Any changes or additions made shall be required to fit the particular needs of this 

community. The Local Government Act provides for flexibility in the drafting of bylaws. The 

bracketed language used in these sections illustrates the flexibility for the articles that 

follow. Kindly note that bracketed language is not provided for every section for which 

flexibility exists 

The process of drafting this by law attracted chairpersons, LCIs, LCIIs, LCIIIs, division 

councilors, religious leaders, technical staff, opinion leaders, and the Men Engage 

champions. 

It was agreed that the community/local leaders share the same with their community 

members and also forward the proposed draft bye-laws to the sub-county council for 

approval. 

On ………………, the sub-county council approved the bye-laws and resolved that the draft 

bye-laws be submitted to the district council for certification as required under section 39 

(2) (b) of the Local Government Act, cap (243) 
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GLOSSARY 

1. These bye-laws, unless the context requires:- 

 

a) “Bye-laws”, means rules made by lower local councils under section 39. 

b) “Lower Local Government” includes a municipality, town, division and sub-

county councils.  

c) “A parish” is a subdivision of a county. It constitutes a unit of the local 

government. 

d)  “Sex” means the biological characteristics that make an individual female or 

male. 

e) “A child” means a person below the age of 18 (Eighteen years) 

f) “Parental responsibilities” means all rights, duties, powers and authority which 

by laws a parent of a child has in relation to the child. 

g) “A custodian” means a person in whose care a child is placed. 

h) “A parent” means the biological mother or father or adoptive mother or father of 

a child. 

i) “A guardian” means a person having parental responsibility for a child. 

j) “Defilement” means any person who performs a sexual act with another person 

under the age of 18 years. 

k) “Aggravated defilement” means any person who performs a sexual act with 

another person who is below the age 14 years, is a relative, or infects the victim 

with HIV, and liable to suffer death. 

l)  “Child to child defilement” means where the offender is a child under 12 years, 

the matter is dealt with as under the Children’s Act.  

m) “Disability” means a substantial limitation of daily life activities caused by 

physical mental or sensory impairment and environmental barriers resulting in 

limited participation. 

n) “Serial offender” means a person who has committed the crime repeatedly to the 

same person.  
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o) “Sexual Act” means penetration of the vagina, mouth, or anus, however slight, of 

any person by a sexual organ. 

p) “Sexual organ” means penis or vagina. 

q) “Prostitution” means- under the penal code, a person who in public, or 

elsewhere, regularly or habitually holds himself or herself out as available for 

sexual intercourse or other sexual gratification for monetary or other material 

gain. 

r) “Incest” means sexual activity between family members or close relatives. He or 

she is liable to 7 years imprisonment. 

s) “Child neglect” means a parent, guardian, or any other person having custody of 

a child failing to provide basic necessities for the child. 

t)  “Violence against Women” means actions which harm or cause suffering or 

indignity to women and children, where those carrying out the actions are 

mainly men and where women and children are predominantly the victims. 
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ARTICLE II: Right to Dignity 

1. Every woman shall have the right to dignity inherent in human beings and to the 

recognition and protection of her human and legal rights. 

2. Every woman shall have the right to respect as a person, as well as the freedom to 

pursue activities that contribute to her development.  

i. The right to education 

ii. The right to trade 

iii. The right to own property 

3. Every woman shall have the right to life, integrity, and security.  

i. Punishment shall be placed upon perpetrators that hinder a woman’s right to 

life, integrity, and security. 

ii. It is the community’s role to seek and implement programs for the rehabilitation 

of survivors of gender based violence to equip them with life skills and practical 

skills. 

4. It is the community’s role to prevent and condemn trafficking of women, and protect 

the women and girls at risk. 

5. It is the community’s role to eliminate harmful cultural practices such as child sacrifice, 

and provide the necessary support to survivors of harmful practices through basic 

services such as health services, legal and judicial support, emotional and psychosocial 

support, as well as vocational training, to make them self-sufficient. 

6. It is the community’s role to protect women and girls at risk of being subjected to 

harmful cultural practices or other forms of violence, abuse and intolerances. 

Any person, organization, or religious sect that contravenes the provisions in Part II therein 

shall be apprehended and prosecuted in accordance with the respective laws of Uganda. 

ARTICLE III: Economic and Social Welfare Rights 

It is the responsibility of the community to: 

i. Promote equality to access employment 
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ii. Prohibit the employment of children and combat and ensure punishment of all 

forms of exploitation of children, especially the girl child. 

iii. Take the necessary measures to recognize the economic value that women 

contribute when they are employed or are entrepreneurs.  

iv. Recognize that both parents bear the primary responsibility for the upbringing and 

development of children, of whom the state has secondary responsibility.  

a. Health and Reproductive Rights 

The community shall ensure that the right to health of women and girls including sexual 

and reproductive health is respected and promoted. That she is ensured to the right to self-

protection and to be protected against sexually transmitted infection including HIV/AIDS. 

b. Right to Food Security 

Women and girls shall have equal access to nutrition and adequate food. The community 

shall ensure shall take appropriate measures to: 

i. Provide women with equal access to clean drinking water, sources of 

domestic fuel, land and means of providing nutritious food. 

ii. Establish an adequate system of supply and storage to ensure food 

security. 

c. Right to adequate housing 

Women and girls shall have the right to equal access to housing and to acceptable, healthy 

living conditions. The community has the responsibility to grant women property that is 

rightfully and legally theirs. 

d. Right to sustainable development 

Women and girls shall have the right to fully enjoy the right to sustainable development. In 

this connection, the community shall take all appropriate measures to: 

 Promote women and girl’s access to credit, training skills, and development 

services at rural and urban levels in order to provide women with a higher 

quality of life and reduce levels of poverty among women. 
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e. Widow’s Rights 

The community shall take appropriate measures to ensure that widows enjoy all human 

rights through the implementation of the following provisions: 

i. That widows are not subjected to inhuman humiliation or degrading 

treatment 

ii. That a widow shall automatically become the guardian and custodian 

of her children after the death of her husband, unless this is contrary 

to the interest of the welfare of the children. 

iii. That a widow shall have the right to remarry, and in that event, to 

marry the person of her choice. 

f. Right to inheritance 

i. A widow shall have the right to equitable share in the inheritance of 

the property of her husband. 

ii. A widow shall have the right to continue to live in her matrimonial 

home. In case of re-marriage, she shall retain this right if the house 

belongs to her or she has inherited it. 

iii. Women and men shall have the right to inherit, in equitable shares, 

their parents’ properties. 

Any person, organization, or religious sect that contravenes the provisions in Part III 

therein shall be apprehended and persecuted in accordance with the respective laws of 

Uganda. 

ARTICLE  IV: DUTY TO MAINTAIN A CHILD 

1. It shall be the duty of a parent, guardian or any person having custody of a child, and 

in particular, that duty gives a child the right to Education and guidance, 

Immunization, Clothing, Adequate nutrition, Shelter, Medical attention and 

Protection 

2. Parental Responsibility:  

Every parent shall have the responsibility over his or her own child.  
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a. It shall be the responsibility of every parent or guardian in Bumunji parish to 

ensure that all school age going children are at school. 

b. It shall be the responsibility of every parent or guardian to provide: 

i. Scholastic materials 

ii. Uniforms 

iii. Food stuffs for midday meals at school 

iv. Guidance to every child 

3. It shall be the responsibility of every parent or guardian to ensure that every child in 

Bumunji  parish has access to: 

i. Full immunization 

ii. Medical attention 

4. Harmful social and customary practices 

It shall be unlawful to subject a child to social and customary practices that are harmful to 

the child’s health, education, growth and development, or any other practice that may 

hinder a child from attaining his or her full potential in life. 

Subject to part 4 above: 

a. No child, and in particular those at school, shall be allowed to practice or be 

involved in social local dances organized by anybody within any day of the week in 

the ward. 

b. No child shall be involved in early marriage 

c. No parent shall administer severe punishment to his/her child e. g burning a child’s 

hand, genital parts etc. that may cause suffering, disfiguring and maiming of a child. 

Any person, organization, or religious sect that contravenes the provisions in Part IV 

therein shall be apprehended and persecuted in accordance with the respective laws of 

Uganda. 

Article V: Harmful Employment: 
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No child shall be employed or engaged in any activity that may be harmful to his or her 

health, education or mental, physical or moral development. In regard to the above 

therefore: 

 

a. No child shall be found in a bar employed, drinking or selling alcohol 

b. No parent shall allow any school going child to be involved in fishing, grazing cattle 

or be involved in petty businesses during school days and times. 

Any person, organization, or religious sect that contravenes the provisions in Part V therein 

shall be apprehended and persecuted in accordance with the respective laws of Uganda. 

Article   VI: OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS: 

It shall be the duty of community leaders using the existing structures within the 

government to enforce the law to enforce the by-law so that perpetrators are 

brought to books. In the exercise of the powers, local council’s courts may enforce 

the following orders; 

a. Caution. 

b. Apology to the victim 

c. Counseling   

d. Community services  

e. Compensation  

f. Re-conciliation 

g. Restitution  

h. Declaration 

I. A fine fee not exceeding ten thousand shillings (10,000/=) equivalent to present day 

currency point 

j. Attachment and sell or any other order provided for under The Local Council Court 

Act, 2006. The local council courts may refer cases beyond the jurisdiction to police 

and magistrate courts. 

 


