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GLOSSARY 

 

a) “Bye-laws”, means rules made by lower local councils under section 39. 

b) “Lower Local Government” includes a municipality, town, division and sub-

county councils.  

c) “A ward” is in an urban council. It is equivalent to a parish in a district council. 

d)  “A child” means a person below the age of 18 (Eighteen years) 

e) “Parental responsibilities” means all rights, duties, powers and authority which 

by laws a parent of a child has in relation to the child. 

f) “A custodian” means a person in whose care a child is placed. 

g) “A parent” means the biological mother or father or adoptive mother or father of 

a child. 

h) “A guardian” means a person having parental responsibility for a child. 

i) “Defilement” means any person who performs a sexual act with another person 

under the age of 18 years. 

j) “Aggravated defilement” means any person who performs a sexual act with 

another person who is below the age 14 years, is a relative, or infects the victim 

with HIV, and liable to suffer death. 

k) “Child to child defilement” means where the offender is a child under 12 years, 

the matter is dealt with as under the Children’s Act.  

l) “Disability” means a substantial limitation of daily life activities caused by 

physical mental or sensory impairment and environmental barriers resulting in 

limited participation. 

m) “Serial offender” means a person who has committed the crime repeatedly to the 

same person.  

n) “Sexual Act” means penetration of the vagina, mouth, or anus, however slight, of 

any person by a sexual organ. 

o)  “Prostitution” means- under the penal code, a person who in public, or 

elsewhere, regularly or habitually holds himself or herself out as available for 

sexual intercourse or other sexual gratification for monetary or other material 

gain. 
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p) “Incest” means sexual activity between family members or close relatives. He or 

she is liable to 7 years imprisonment. 

q) “Child neglect” means a parent, guardian, or any other person having custody of a 

child failing to provide basic necessities for the child. 

r) “Woman” means a person of female gender who is an adult. 

s) “Harmful practices” means all behavioral attitudes and practices which negatively 

affect the fundamental rights of women and girls. These include; right to life, 

health, dignity, education, and physical integrity. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The bylaws have been drafted to fit the needs of the community of Kyotera Town Council, 

Mutukula Ward. Any changes or additions made shall be required to fit the particular needs 

of this community. The Local Government Act provides for flexibility in the drafting of 

bylaws. The bracketed language used in these sections illustrates the flexibility for the 

articles that follow. Kindly note that bracketed language is not provided for every section for 

which flexibility exists 

On ………………, the sub-county council approved the bye-laws and resolved that the draft 

bye-laws be submitted to the district council for certification as required under section 39 

(2) (b) of the Local Government Act, cap (243) 
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ARTICLE 1 - DUTY TO MAINTAIN FAMILIES 

1. It shall be the duty of all residents to prevent Sexual Gender Based Violence and 

provide the basic necessities of life in particular 

a) Food 

b) Education to Children 

c) Medical care to all members of the family 

d) Clothing 

 

ARTICLE 2 - RIGHT TO DIGNITY: 

1. Every woman  shall have  the  right  to  dignity  inherent  in human  beings and  to   the  

recognition  and  protection  of  her  human  legal  rights. 

2. Every  woman shall  have  the right  to respect as  a  person, as well  as the  freedom  to 

pursue activities  that  contribute to  her development. 

i) The right  to education 

ii) The  right to trade 

iii) The right to own property. 

3. Every woman shall have the right to life, integrity, and security. 

4. It is the community’s role to prevent and condemn trafficking of women, and protect 

the women and girls at risk. 

5. It is the  community’s role  to eliminate  harmful cultural practices  such as  child 

sacrifice, and provide the necessary support to survivors of harmful practices  through  

basic services  such as  health  services, legal and judicial support, emotional and  

psychosocial support, as well as vocational training, to make them self-sufficient. 

6. It is the community’s role to protect women and girls at risk of being subjected to 

harmful cultural practices or other forms of violence, abuse and intolerances. 

7. Any resident of Mutukula ward who fails or neglect to maintain the basics as required 

by this section commits an offence and will on first which be issued wish a warning 

and if she or he continues committing  the offence he or she will be liable on conviction 

to a fine not exceeding the currency points or both. 

ARTICLE  3. DEMAND FOR GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT. 
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a. Every household must have a clear income generating activity 

b. Every member of a household must engage in productive work, that is to say, 

unjustifiable dependency tendencies are prohibited. 

c. Persons deemed to be idle and disorderly commit an offence. 

d. Gambling games  including  all those  games  for  obtaining money  by chance  

without the  approval  by the  council are prohibited. 

e. All persons of or above eighteen years of age must participate in communal (“bulungi 

bwa nsi’’) in their respective villages. 

f. All visitors must report to and register with the local village council. 

e. It shall be unlawful to deny any person above the age of 18 years in a family gainful 

employment. 

This applies to people who are not students. Students and pupils shall not engage in 

employment during school days or hours. 

Any need of family having custody of such people in sub-section one who denies his or her 

people gainful employment and is not in position to provide all the necessities to these 

people shall commit an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding one 

currency or sentenced to community services or both. 

1. Places of entertainment no to open before noon and should close not later than 

mid-night. 

1. A person operating a public place of entertainment shall open before noon that is 

from Monday to Saturday and shall close at mid night. 

2. For purpose of sub-section 91) public place of entertainment include bars, Video 

halls, Pull places. 

3. Any person who contravenes this section commits an offence and shall on 

conviction be liable to closure of the premises for one month or sentenced to 

community services or both. 

Article 5 - HARMFUL PRACTICES 

Any  person, organization, or religious sect that  contravenes  the provision  in  part V 

therein  shall  be  apprehended  and  persecuted  in  accordance  with  the  respective laws  

of Uganda. 
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1. A person shall not engage in any activity that may be harmful to his/her health 

metal development or the people he/she lives with. 

2. For the purpose of subsection (1) practices that may be harmful to the family 

health, mental, physical or moral development include:- 

a) Prostitution 

b) Pornography 

c) Use of illicit drugs like Marijuana, Cocaine, Cannabis 

3. Any person who engages in such activities harmful to members of the family under 

this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to counseling, 

community services or a fine no exceeding one currency point or both. 

Article 6 - ENFORCEMENT OF AUTHORITY 

There shall be an authority/organ responsible for the enforcement of this Bye-law 

They include the following;- 

a) Local councils 

b) Technical staff police 

c) NGOs, CBOs, Religious leaders, cultural leaders and any responsible citizen 

These will carry out the following:- 

a) Sensitization 

b) Mobilization 

c) Advocate for the law 

d) Interpretation for the law 

e) Reporting to responsible authorities 

f) Community policing 

Article   VI: SANCTIONS: 

It shall be the duty of community leaders using the existing structures within the 

government to enforce the law to enforce the by-law so that perpetrators are 

brought to books. In the exercise of the powers, local council’s courts may enforce 

the following orders; 

a. Caution. 

b. Apology to the victim 

c. Counseling   
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d. Community services  

e. Compensation  

f. Re-conciliation 

g. Restitution  

h. Declaration 

I. A fine fee not exceeding ten thousand shillings (10,000/=) equivalent to present day 

currency point 

j. Attachment and sell or any other order provided for under the Local Council Court 

Act, 2006. The local council courts may refer cases beyond the jurisdiction to police and 

magistrate courts 

    

 


